Proposed Resolution on Priesthood

WHEREAS, All are called according to the gifts of God unto them; and
WHEREAS, There is no record of Jesus giving any specific instruction about sexual orientation, but Jesus did instruct us to love one another, and in both word and action taught us to embrace marginalized persons; and
WHEREAS, Before Peter met with the eunuch Cornelius, the spirit instructed him three times “It is not for you to call profane that which God counts clean.” (Acts 10: 15 REB); and 

WHEREAS, Section 161 of the Doctrine and Covenants calls on the church to “Open your hearts and feel the yearnings of your brothers and sisters who are lonely, despised, fearful, neglected, unloved. Reach out in understanding, clasp their hands, and invite all to share in the blessings of community created in the name of the One who suffered on behalf of all;” and 

WHEREAS, Community of Christ upholds ordination as originated by a call of God and affirmed by common consent of the people; and 
WHEREAS, The Standing High Council Statement on Homosexuality of 18 March 1982 has been adopted as World Church policy without ever having been approved by World Conference; and 
WHEREAS, The current world church policy on sexual orientation with regards to priesthood ministry is inconsistent with World Conference Resolution 1226, which states that “prejudicial behavior (based on sexual orientation) undermines the personal and spiritual development of both abuser and abused, and denies the mutual benefits of shared giftedness”; and 
WHEREAS, There have been many homosexual and bisexual persons who have been called to the priesthood, approved by their jurisdictional conference, ordained, and have served with faithful care for the church and its people; therefore be it  
RESOLVED, That neither sexual orientation nor gender identity are regarded as obstacles to ordination in Community of Christ.
