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Reaffirmation of Human Diversity

Whereas, The Community of Christ is an international denomination providing ministry in diverse cultures and ethnic backgrounds around the world; and

Whereas, The 1982 Statement by the Standing High Council was based on the scientific, theological and cultural norms of it’s time; and

Whereas, There have been significant advancements and adjustments in each of these areas since 1982; and

Whereas, Most of the stances taken in the 1982 Statement by the Standing High Council have been discredited and/or condemned by most medical, psychological and professional mental health associations; and
Whereas, WCR 1226, adopted by common consent, states, “human beings often fear, hate, and abuse each other because of ignorance about such factors as socioeconomic status, culture, race, gender, age, size, sexual orientation, and mental or physical disability. Such prejudicial behavior undermines the personal and spiritual development of both abuser and abused, and denies the mutual benefits of shared giftedness;” and

Whereas, The Community of Christ is instructed in Doctrine and Covenants 163:7c that “It is not pleasing to God when any passage of scripture is used to diminish or oppress races, genders, or classes of human beings. Much physical and emotional violence has been done to some of God’s beloved children through the misuse of scripture. The church is called to confess and repent of such attitudes and practices;” and

Whereas, The World Church Leadership Council document “Community, Common Consent, and the Issue of Homosexuality (October 2002) states with reference to the 1982 Statement by the Standing High Council that “We will not make further exceptions to the guidelines on calling and ordination unless they are adjusted through the common consent of the people,” which has been interpreted as World Conference action; therefore be it
Resolved, That this World Conference affirms that the 1982 Statement by the Standing High Council is inappropriate and inadequate for this day and age and that it and the October 2002 document “Community, Common Consent, and the Issue of Homosexuality” should be rescinded by those bodies responsible for initiating the document and the 2002 reaffirmation thereof; and be it further
Resolved, That this World Conference reaffirms WCR 1226 as the church’s “Affirmation of Human Diversity” to be used in educational materials, worship resources, and leadership training; and be it further
Resolved, That “class and sexual and gender diversity” be added to the list of factors given in WCR 1226; and be it further
Resolved, That this World Conference requests that the First Presidency take action to see that all current and future church policies and procedures are in agreement with WCR 1226 as amended by this resolution.
